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I  had  to  "bay  sorae  new  hlankets  the;.;Other'  .day  and;  that  started  me  to' thijak- 
ing  olong-.;'thig-line.    '.,    ■        '   „a"'.;..  ''c-  ■  ■.  f.'"       '     -       -'.i  a  '  ■  .  '■. 

You  know  the  mere  biying  of  a  "blanket  may  seem  alnjost  a  trivial  thing  and 
not  worth  talking  ahout.  Bat  it  mokes  qmte  a  little  dent  in  the  family  pockd;- 
iDook.  And  the' comfort  and  sometimes  ev^  the  health  .of.  some  memher- of  ^the  fam- 
ily  depends  a  great  deal  upon  Its  ijaality.  - ;^  l 

Then  did  you  .ever  stop' to "  think.  h6w.. all  our  parchas^^    go  to  make  up  a 
large  and  important  indastry?.:  And.  this' in-  tiim  reaches  :back.-  even  -  to  the  faxmer 
who  prodaced  the  raw  material?  ■  jIiI  1929, ■  the  last  year  for  whi(ih  we  have  census 
figures,  over  132. mim on.  square  yards  of  "blanketing  were,  produced  in  this  coun-..:: 
try.    Think,  of  it  --^  132  nd.llioh'.sqfa.are  yards.'    Sarely  dt  is  important  that  this  • 
material  "be  purchased' just :  as' wisely  and  used' just  as'  efficiQitly.  as  possilpie,' . 

And  it  i_s    hard  to  "buy  a  ready-made  thing  like  .a. "blanket  intelligently i,  ,1 
often  wish  more  of  the  blankets  shown  in  the  stores  were  la"beled  with  the  facts 
we  women  "buyers  want ^ to  know  , about:  them.  '..It  -.wo.uld. help  u.s  a  lot  vin. making  a 
selection.    There  are  some 'qualities  that  a  consumer  can^t  .vdetermine  wt 
a  laboratory  test:  vand  even  thos.e  of  us  wHo  have- laborato'ries  available /can  H 
afford  to  cut  up  a  perfectly  new  blanket  to  learn  -v^fct'ether  .we>^ould' buy  one  like 
it, 

I  am  therefore  glad  to  know  that  before  long  all  part~wool  blankets  are 
to  have  labels  which  will  telT;  us /something  fiibout  .their?' wool  conten't,    I  under-, 
stand  that  a  group  of  leading  blanket  mahufacturefs  ha\ife"  recently  a^eed.  that, 
after  December  31,  1932 j  ino  ' finished '.llahket  containing  less  than  5  per  cent  •, 
wool  s'hall  be  labeled  wool  in  .any  .rWay,    'You' icnow  tjiankets -are  isometiraes  calledv.  . 
"part  wool"  'When  they  have  only. ,ia., few  yar'ns  of.lfToolv.ln  them.    Under  this  new  ■  , 
agreement,  those  that  contain  between  ;5. -per  cent  and  25,^per.  cent ^  w  be 
labeled  vdth  these  words:     "part  wool,  not  less  than  5  per  cent,"    And  the 
blankets  containing  mare  than  25  per  cent  shall  be  marked  with  the  guaranteed 
Wool  content  in  percentage.    Those  containing  more  than  98  per  cent  wool  can  be 
labeled  "all  xvool,"    That  certainly  vdll  help  us. 

Of  course  cotton  as  well  as  wool  blankets  have  their   |iLace,    Each  of 
these  fibers  have  their  own  inherent  properties  vi/hich  raak'e  ttiem  Valuable  from 
different  standpoint Se    Cotton  launders  easily  and  does  not  felt  or  shrink  so 
much  as  wool.    It  is  stronger  than  most  wools  and  is  inesepensive.  Therefore 
some  people  prefer  cotton  blankets.    Others  may  prefer  wool,,    "When  warmth  is  the 
main  quality  wanted,  wool  is  of  course  our  most  desirable  fiber. 
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So-called  "poxt-wool"  "blrjifcet.s  tive',,mdde  of  cotton  andv/ool.    The  use  of 
very  smoll  amounts  of  wool  in  blriilcets  made  dhiefly  of  cotton  is  of  questionable 
v.alue.    T.1iile  no  researcii.hafe  yet  proveji  hpw  nuch  wool  .nust  "be  used  in  a  part- 
v/ool  blciTldet  'to  give^  It  any  of  the  desiralDle  j3roperti;es  of  wool,  it  is  generally 
'Agr.eed  that  ;ther6  shdii^^  CentJ  'or  in  other  words  that  the 

"'branlret  should  be  'one~ fourth  Wool, 

But  of  course  when  ydu  bay  a' blahlcet  you  have  to  consider  other  points 
,     .    .t^an  whether  it  is  made  of  all  wool,  part  wool,  or  cotton.    You  want  to  know  how 
..!,,..:/   'gtrdng  it  is;  you  Want  to  ]moW  it6  weiglit ;  'and 'you' Want  to.  be  sure  tha-t  the  bind- 
ings will  wear, 

; y\'.''  [Slo}€jov^^^  just  as  you  woiild  tesit  the 

"  ■ .,  ■  str  ehgth  pi"  'any'  o th'^r  f^bri' c ,    ipe'i'ha;^s'  yot,  never  happehed'  to'  np ti ce  that  bl  anket- 
ing  is  made  much  like  any'  other  fabi'i'c,' ■'exdept'  that  the  filling  is  alftost  .alv/ays 
made  of  large  loosely  twisted  masses  'of  fiber  which  i later  pulled  fp  make  the 
.  nap.      If  ,the  manufacturer  uaeis  too  little  fi'ber  and  yams  that  aretoo  loosely 
'■'  t'wisted,  the;'^  fabric,  is  ma'^erially  decreaised,  especially 

"  if  ^  the/blahlcet'is;  hea^^     jioipjjed,    So  ; When;' you're  'b^^        a'blahlcet,  push  'the  nap 
aside  and  study  the  fptiadd'tioh  fa.bn'c'  theysaiie';^  other  material 

1'";  ■'"  .ypti  areVbu^'ng,    Yoia 'wah;t ;;;a  good  strong  fabric,,/.  Yoji 'ctin'  get  some  idea  of  the 
■  \  .  "..g-trength  of  ■  .,a  ■blank'et';'by  it  'between  your  hands  '."and  holding  i  t  before  a 

'  ' '  "I'i ght'  and  'ioold.'hg  through  'i  i"  —  •  the  bl ahke't  hot'  thi'e  li  ^t , ' 

„",",.  -.y S' ^M^y^  '^^  blankets  of  equal;  size.  The 

'  ■  heavier  ;bhe''^^^^  The' height ' in'di'c'a^^^     relative' value.  Bat 

■ .  dbn*.t' ^Ve '-vfei^t;  ,to^^^^  sihce.  heavy,  poorly  napped  blanlcets  ajre 

''.:;;not' 'so  w  '."  !      '  '..'...  ..,''  ; 

"'      ■  iis'fo'f'  the  bih^iigs,'  ju'st''mdke  sure ''tiih,t ''they 'are  dutable.         "  '. 

IrJ.ell,  .some  day,,_  no  dou'bt,  blanl  their  tensile 

'./    str6hgt!h  cin;d'_^their;  hdit'^^TO^^  to  select  the 

'  .'one  that' esxQctiy'^ a  to  the  label  for  the 

'''  '.^acits  aWrti;^^th^  ,th?' weight.  Oet  these  facts  ;;fron 

.  the  l'a:bel ,   ;Then''' find  ou;t  hdw  st'rpng  the  f'ctbric  is 'by  'applying  the  sinpld;  tests 
',      hove,  '"^ve^o,  you;  '  jifl'd'r  '  thini?;  you'll  'be  .better ''satisfy     with,  your  pai-chases. 


